LETTERS TO HIS CHILDREN

among the orchids. There are beautiful flowers,
too.

All my old enthusiasm for natural history seemed
to revive, and I would have given a good deal to
have stayed and tried to collect specimens. It
would be a good hunting country too; deer, and
now and then jaguars and tapir, and great birds
that they call wild turkeys; there are alligators
in the rivers. One of the trained nurses from a
hospital went to bathe in a pool last August and
an alligator grabbed him by the legs and was
making off with him, but was fortunately scared
away, leaving the man badly injured.

I tramped everywhere through the mud.
Mother did not do the roughest work, and had
time to see more of the really picturesque and
beautiful side of the life, and really enjoyed herself.

P. S. The Gatun dam will make a lake miles
long, and the railroad now goes on what will be
the bottom of this lake, and it was curious to
think that in a few years great ships would be
floating in water 100 feet above where we were.
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